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Specific and Basic Intent offences 
 

Specific Intent offences 
 

Basic Intent Offences 
 

Crimes where D requires the 
mens rea of intention (direct and 
indirect) only to be criminally liable 
 

Crimes which have recklessness 
in the mens rea 

Examples: 
 

• Wounding with intent 
 

• Robbery 
 

• Theft 
 

• GBH s.18 and s.20 OAPA 
1861 
 

• Murder 
 

Examples: 
 

• Manslaughter 
 

• s. 20 OAPA 1861 
 

• s.47 OAPA 1861 
 

• Assault s.39 CJA 1988 
 

• Battery s.39 CJA 1988 
 

• Criminal damage 
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